A self-retaining nasal flowmeter for preterm infants.
A nasal flowmeter suitable for preterm infants is described. It is made from a commercially available nasal cannula and 400-mesh stainless steel screen. Low dead space (0.35 ml) and low resistance (1.3 cmH2O . 100 ml-1 . s) are advantages. Light weight and compact design have eliminated the need for extensive restraint of the subject. Also, the investigator need not hold the flowmeter in place. These features make accurate measurement of respiratory airflow and tidal volume possible during polygraphic monitoring studies lasting several hours.